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A -few months ago the American 
writer. Gore Vidal, was interviewed 
on television and gave a chilling 
account of the state of his 
country. He saw a republic that 

global empire, a 
Empire, but with 
power and awesome 
He saw a violent, 
decadent empire, destroying both 
itsel-f and the world it sought to 
control and subjugate. Vidal's 
message was clear—i-f the Empire 
was not abandoned, it would 
p r o b a b l y d e s t r o y 1 h e w a rid. 


had become a 
modern Roman 
unparalleled 
nuclear might. 


Vidal located the roots o-f the 
American empire at the beginning of 
this century, connecting it • with 
the emergence of a new kind of 
newspaper, under Randolph Hearst, 
that did not report news but 
manipulated and shaped public 
opinion. (Thatcher's newspapers 

have learned their lessons well.) 
But the Empire really took off at 
the end of the second World War, 
when President Truman dropped the 
first atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. Vidal dismisses claims 
that these ruthless nuclear 
bombings of civilians were 
"necessary" as being rubbish—the 
real target was Stalin's Russia. 
Truman wanted to condition 
to see Russia as the evil 
on the brink of wiping out 
in the West. This too 
outrageous and absurd lie—Russia 
was a war-ruined country, with 20 
million war dead and an army 
needing to resort to horses to move 
its heavy arti11ery—but that did 
not matter because the "Russians 
are coming" became the American 
excuse to begin to make an empire 
of the world, and that has been the 
story since 1945. 


people 
empire, 
freedom 
was an 



Vidal was amazed that Britain 
allowed itself to be swa11owed 
y this world—greedy empire, to 


had 

Up 


bv 


become no more or less than a 
militarised U.S. "aircraft car¬ 
rier". The Empire itself, he said, 
had, like all empires, des trayed 
freedom . and se1f—deve1opment 

wherever it could. And the 

continuing American obsession with 
controlling the world, reflected in 
the astronomical military budget, 
was crippling the country 

economically, socially and moralJ y , 
and had already made the biggest 
debtor nation in world history. It 
had allowed itself to become 
.controlled by a president who 
s ha red the rig h t—w i. n g f an a t i c a 1 

"Christian" view that the world was 
heading towards a fina1 con flict, 
1itera11y a n uclear apocalypse, 

between the forces of "good" 
(America) and "evil" (Russia). 


The only hope for the future lay in 
Americans recovering their sanity 
and morality and abandoning the 
obsession with empire, and in the 
controlled countries refusing to 
remain part of the destructive 
American Empire. 


A few days ago a British writer, 
Martin Amis, threw more light on 

the dangers posed by the American 
nuclear empire, and in particular 
Reagan's "Star Wars" or S.D.I. 
p i as ns. A s A in i. s n o t e d , e v *:» r y 

ob i ec Live anal ysi s showed LI L 3 t*-n 
Wars . could not work, was an 
impossible, sick dream. But the 
p o i n t vm a s that i t h a d e m e r q e d at 

time as Reagan had 

f r e s h w a v e o f a 11 a c k s o n 
R. as the evil empire, 
launched the biggest, 

military build-up in 


the same 
launched a 
the U.3.S 
and also 
cost1lest 


w o r 1 d h i s t a r y . 




During this build-up Reagan has 
foreclosed the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty and broken out of the 
SALT II agreement: and 


3.D.I. 


would break the Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty, the Outer Space Treaty and 
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty. 


The message is chillingly clear— 
STAR WARS does not pave the wav for 
significan t arms control, as 
c1aimed, but precludes it. 11 
points to more not less, as space 
is filled with light speed weapons 
that make a pre-emptive first 
strike all the more likely, 
exposing what has always been the 


terrible flaw in deterrence theory. 
In Amis's words: "If the nuclear 


moment ever approaached, 
would never be any point in 
second". A first strike 
defeat 3.D.I.: STAR WARS 

nuclear conflict closer. 


there 

going 


won 1 d 
makes 


America is sticking with STAR WARS 
—that is the real legacy of 
Reagan's presidency and the INF 
agreememnt is insignificant in 
comparison. Reagan's nuclear 

planners always knew the Cruise and 
Pershing missiles in Europe were of 
no military significance,. The STAR 
WARS obsession brings nuclear 
apocalypse closer and, like Gore 
Vidal, Amis reminds us of Reagan's 
association with the right-wing 
American Christians' belief in the 
"reality" of apocalypse of 
Revelation and Ezekiel, when the 
evil will perish and the good 
prevaill! 



Amis and Vidal give a dire warning 


in their accounts of apocalyptic 
insanity in a deadly global nuclear 
empire. Far from heeding ^ that 
warning the British government has 
just given an "honorary knighthood" 
to Caspar Weinberger, former U.S. 
defence Secretary, the man who 
oversaw the unparalleled military 
build-up in the 1980's. fhatcher s 
government has made Britain n* !t,!j re 

than a militarised outpost of the 
American Empire, to be sacrificed 
if and when.necessary, the most 


obedient member of America'* 


••ilA i G 

club. We remain a11acbed to the 
apocalypse empire because Thatcher 
has bribed and conditioned a large 
enough minority to stay in power. 
She controls most of the media, and 
the British people are told to 
applaud the insignificant INF 
treaty whi1e STAR WARS pian s 


continue and treaties are broken at 
wi 11 . 


l "■.> 


Thatcher 
mainstream 
c ha 11enges 
America as 
NATO pawns. 

Vidal and 
speak the 
STEP TOWARDS PEACE, 


in power: but no 

political party 

Britain's subjection to 
one of the U.S. Empire s 
But some people—like 
Amis—can still see and 
truth—BRITAIN S FIRST 
AWAY FROM 


THE 

NUCLEAR NIGHTMARE, IS TO LEAVE THE 
AMERICAN NUCLEAR EMPIRE AND ITS 
MILITARY CENTRE,NATO. 


The British people have been no 
less totally conditioned since 
1945. That truth may f t --1 q h ten many 
people. Others will say the people 




are not ready" to break free of 


the U.S. and NATO, that "the time 


is not right". But we should know 
by now that the nuclear state w 1 1 1 
never be.' ready for peace, that 
there will nevr be a right time. 
And if we are not ready for peace, 
and the .truth, then does it mean 
that we are ready for STAR WARS, 
that we are ready for the nuclear 
Armageddon? Or do we really 
believe, even after all these years 
of lies, that the unleashed nuclear 
weapons will only kill' the "commies" 
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o. Exclusive 1! FOREST FIELDS PEACE GROUP SOARS! 
o QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE! MAGGIE CLAIMS I' M NOT WORRIED 
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The membership of Forest Fields Peace 
Group has shot up, practically overnight, 
by 1007.. The group had numbered about 
150 members for several years, and had 
recently seen a pleasing, but extremely 
modest, trickle of new members joining 
the group. 

However in April of this year, the 
situation changed dramatically, when 
membership of the group shot up to •-'00! 

It is widely believed that FFF'G's April 
DOUBLE-UP CAMPAIGN was responsible for 
the membership boost. Every member was 
asked to recruit one other person who 
was already sympathetic to the aims of 

but had not got around to 
Every single member 

consequently 'went out and asked friends, 
neighbours, family, work-mates to join 
the group,......with amazing results. 


the group, 
joining. 


The Conservative government is naturally 
concerned about this remarkable 
situation. Privately, senior Tory 
figures have said that they confidently 

mJ 

expected the peace movement to fade away 
over the late '80s. None of them were 
prepared to comment officially, but it is 
understood that discussions have taken 
place at Cabinet level in an attempt to 
find a way of stemming the tide of 

dissent. 

Mrs. Thatcher has long been particularly 
concerned about the dangerous influence 
of Forest Fields Peace Group. She was 
once heard to remark:- "As long 35 
organisations like that continue to 
exist, and to campaign against our 
policies, we shall never have . a 
completely free-hand. We shall always be 
looking over our shoulders. They must be 
stopped 
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The news of the membership increase for 
FFPG is bound to send a shiver down the 
Prime Minister's spine. 


PEACE 


r x o. friend, or a member of your family, to join FFPG this month 
a few minutes of your time to talk to them, and give them this membership.appiic«*tiun 
for. The issues are still just as clear as they ever were. We are living on the 


brink of absolute destruction. The government insists on "model nising ( = i< *■■■■ it 

give up now 


mass slaughter machinery. We have to keep on the struggle 
Please get a friend to join us, now. 


We mustn't 
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would like to'join Forest Fields Peace Group, 
e to FFPG) £1 unwaged 

£2 waged NCND membvr 
£3 waged non-NCND member 

mi 
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4 Please return to Doreen Gower, 38 Austen Avenue, Forest Fields, Nottin gham. 
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MONDAY MAY 9TH 


F F PG Discussion Meetinq 
(Subject and Speaker to be 
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announced) 
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THURSDAY MAY 19TH 


r~ P" r*. r* 7**i«... 4 r < r- iv| •. 4- 4 .*■» 

rrrb business newting 
6 9 W i v ei" t o n R o a d 
7 ; 30 Din 


FOREST FIELDS PEACE GROUP 
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JOIN US 


I woutd ttke to jotn the. FoAe*t Ftetd* 
Peace. Ghoup. 

I enctoAe my membership £ee ofi 

El .00 uncaged 

EZ .00 waged NCND membeA. 

£ 3.00 waged non-NCNV membeA. 

NAME .... 

AVVRESS . 

... TEL . 

Ptea&e. make, alt cheque* /poAtat oJuieA* 
payabte to FoAe*t FteJLd* Peace Gao up. 

Retufui thi* fioAm to the addAei* betow. 



AIMS AND 
OBJECTIVES 

FOREST FIELD PEACE GROUP IS A • 

NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUP OPEN TO EVERYBODY IN 

THE FOREST FIELDS AND HYSON GREEN AREAS 

OF NOTTINGHAM , AND TO ALL OTHERS WHO 

SHARE THE GROUPS’ AIMS. THEY ARE- 

1. TO OPPOSE NUCLEAR WEAPONS , AND ALL 
OTHER WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION. 

2. TO WORK FOR UNILATERAL NUCLEAR DIS¬ 
ARMAMENT IN BRITAIN. 

3. TO SUPPORT CND AND ALL OTHER GROUPS 
ACTIVE IN THE STRUGGLE TO ACHIEVE A 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS-FREE AND PEACEFUL 
WORLD. 

4. TO REJECT THE DANGEROUS MILITARIST 
POLICIES OF BOTH AMERICA AND RUSSIA, 
AND WORK FOR A NON-NUCLEAR BRITISH 
DEFENCE POLICY, OUTSIDE NATO. 

5. TO SUPPORT ALL NON-VIOLENT PROTEST, 
INCLUDING CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE, IN THE 
BELIEF THAT THE THREAT TO USE NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS IS BOTH IMMORAL AND ILLEGAL. 






















































